
 Learning Links 
 For Parents and Families of Children in Brainerd Title 1 Schools 

 Tips for Supporting Reading Skills at Home 
 Have conversations before, during, and after reading together 

 ●  Use Open-ended questions 
 ●  Ask  your  child  to  apply  the  book’s  messages  to  the  world  around  them  by 

 connecting events to their own life 
 ●  Ask more and more complex questions, so your child continues to build their 

 vocabulary and language skills. 

 Model reading fluently by practicing reading aloud with your child 
 ●  Having  children  read  aloud  daily,  both  with  and  without  feedback,  helps  them 

 develop the skills of reading  accuracy, fluency  , and  comprehension. 
 ●  Model and provide input on proper tone, pausing, and what words to emphasize 
 ●  Use familiar books that are at your child’s reading ability. 
 ●  Start  with  a  slow,  steady  pace  and  remind  your  child  that  reading  fluency  doesn’t 

 always mean reading quickly. 

 What Works Clearinghouse - National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance, Institute of Education Sciences 



 Warm-Up Activities to Engage Students Before they Read 

 How to Encourage Positive Behavior 
 1.  Set clear expectations 

 State  the  behavior  you  want  to  see  vs.  what  you  don’t  want  them  to  see  (i.e.  put  your  feet  on  the 
 ground vs. don’t stand on the table) 

 2.  Provide structure and consistency 
 Having  a  consistent  schedule  and  ground  rules  helps  children  feel  safe  and  learn  appropriate 
 behaviors over time. 

 3.  Name positive behavior 
 “Catch”  your  child  behaving  as  expected  and  name  it!  (i.e.  Sharing  toys  with  Sally  is  a  nice  thing 
 you did!) 

 4.  Give choices 
 Give  your  child  a  sense  of  control  by  offering  basic  choices,  keep  it  simple  by  offering  just  two 
 options. For example, “Do you want to wear your blue shirt or yellow shirt?” 

 5.  Avoid power struggles 
 Try  to  compromise  with  your  child,  instead  of  telling  them  to  do  an  undesirable  request,  you  can 
 offer support and join them (for example,  “I’ll pick up one toy, and you pick up one toy.”) 

 6.  Model behaviors 
 When  your  child  sees  positive  coping  strategies  from  you  (such  as  taking  a  deep  breath), 
 it also helps them handle stressful situations. 

 7.  Support your child 
 Let  your  child  know  that  even  though  you  may  not  like  certain  behaviors,  you  are  there  to 
 love them and work through big feelings together. 

 Resource information from: Pacer.org 


